
ValerieLute.com

SHOULD YOU PAY A
SUBMISSION FEE TO
LITERARY JOURNALS?

D O E S  T H I S  J O U R N A L  N O M I N A T E  F O R
A N Y  A W A R D S ?

W I L L  T H I S  P U B L I C A T I O N  H E L P  Y O U R
W R I T I N G  C A R E E R ?

1 I S  T H E  F E E  O N L Y  A  F E W
D O L L A R S ?
Most submission fees are between $2 and $5 USD,
however some charge over $20. You probably don't want to
pay more than a few dollars unless it is a special contest.

2 D O E S  T H I S  J O U R N A L  O F T E N
P U B L I S H  U N S O L I C I T E D  P I E C E S ?
Check the biographical statements of the authors they
publish. Do they regularly publish new and emerging
writers, or do you only see established writers with books
out?

3 H A S  T H I S  J O U R N A L  B E E N  A R O U N D
F O R  A  W H I L E ?
Online journals can come and go in the blink of an eye.
Make sure that the journals you submit to have put out a
few issues already and that they have a regular publication
schedule. 

4 D O E S  T H I S  J O U R N A L  H A V E  A
P R O F E S S I O N A L  L O O K I N G  W E B S I T E ?
Online literary journals that put effort into their web
design and branding are more invested in their continued
existence. Plus, you want your story to look nice if it gets
published.

5 I S  T H I S  J O U R N A L  T R A N S P A R E N T
A B O U T  W H E R E  T H E  F E E  I S  G O I N G ?
A journal should always be up front about where the fee is
going. Is it covering their printing costs or web servers? Are
they paying their editors or contributors? 

Submission fees have become ubiquitous in
the world of literary journals and magazines.
Ask yourself these questions before you pay.

by Valerie Lute

D O E S  T H I S  J O U R N A L  P A Y  I T S
W R I T E R S ?
Many literary journals don't pay writers, but you might
want a chance to earn back what you paid in submission
fees. Journals that pay their writers also tend to be more
established and have a larger readership.

There are journals that don't pay their writers, but still
nominate for prestigious awards, like the Best American
series, Best of the Net or the Pushcart Prize.

Getting published in the right  journals can help you publish a
literary novel, or impress a hiring committee for a
professorship. If youre literary ambitions are elsewhere, you
might not need journal publications to get ahead.
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